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of Pastor Ryan……
      
   The Peace Christ Gives to Us

“Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his faithfulness, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” — Romans 5:1 (CEB)

When the Gospel of John recounts Jesus’ farewell discourses and teachings to the disciples, we learn of how Jesus does not give to us as the world gives.  At one point, we find in John 14:27 Jesus stating, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you, I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid” (John 14:27, NRSV).  The Wesleyan Study Bible states that this “peace” that Jesus gives to us is found in the presence of the Advocate, the Holy Spirit coming to be with us after Jesus’ ministry on earth is done.  The peace mentioned in the Gospel of John also speaks of Jesus’ coming presence with the disciples after the resurrection.  The peace that comes with Christ is a peace not of earthly laying down of weapons and determining that a war or conflict is complete.  The peace that followers of Christ receive is a deep abiding presence of knowing God is with us no matter life’s toils.  Our hearts do not need to be troubled because God is with us. 
I need to be reminded often that Jesus does not give to us as the world gives.  I can get caught up in the toils and discords of life forgetting that I do not need to let my heart be troubled.  As the Apostle Paul states in his letter to the Roman Church, if we have righteousness through Christ’s faithfulness (note here it is the work of Christ that brings us the benefit of being able to have a reconciled relationship with God), then “we have peace with God.”  David Bartlett, in his commentary on Romans, states “’Peace’ is the English translation (through Greek) of the Hebrew word shalom.” When one has a shalom type peace that comes through our Lord Jesus Christ, a person then lives in “the absence of conflict with God” (Bartlett).  We can then “enter into a relationship of wholeness with God.  We love the one God wholly and our lives find their fullness, their fulfillment, in that relationship.  We have positive peace, the new life brought about in Jesus Christ” (Bartlett).
	My brothers and sisters in Christ, may the peace of Christ be with you.  A peace that can only be given by Jesus.  A peace that is a deep abiding presence of God.  A peace that allows us to live in the absence of conflict with God.  A peace that allows us to enter into a full relationship with God.  A peace that allows ourselves to be wholly devoted to God’s ways shown to us by the Lord Jesus.  A peace that is positive because it allows us to know a new way of living a new life because of Jesus in our lives.
	As we live through the world’s conflicts that are political, economic, environmental and social; may the peace of Christ surround us.  As we live through the United Methodist Church’s conflicts that unfortunately at times can mirror the world’s conflicts; may the peace of Christ go before us.  As we deal with our own brokenness and the brokenness that can reside in our families, friends and communities; may the peace of Christ live deep within us.  We need to be reminded often that Jesus does not give to us as the world gives.  He gives us a relationship that leads us not to be orphaned but to be able to live in peace.

Shalom my friends,
     Pastor Ryan
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ANNIVERSARIES FOR FEBRUARY
06- Heath & Christina Artley
08- Ken & Peggy Reinard
08- Ed & Bette Fox
14- Stuart & Amanda Bielskie
20- Christopher & Jessica Bailey
23- Wyman & Marrianne Hoyt
24- Jason & Jaime Carpenter
25- Gary & Kathy Bunch
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
01-Esther Martin
03-Ashleigh Friend
04-Patrick O’Malley
05-Jeanette Weaver
07-William McCann
08-Laney Kauffman
08-Heidi Dunigan
09-Margie Batchelder
10-Dan Ney
11-Gary Brandt
12-Michele Hoch
14-Mary Laudenslager
14-Patricia McFall
14-McKenna Sears
14-Seth Naugle
15-Barry Duke
15-Robert Hickman
15-Kanda Gabel
16-Olga Bailey
19-Miah Bassler
20-Mark Shearer
21-Brandon Ewing
22-Jack Carpenter
22-Char Moll
23-Mallory Bailey
24-Michael Brosius
24-Rick Boonie
25-Bruce Gaugler
26-Samantha Artley
27-Isaac Reber
29-Emilee Alima
Thank you and God Bless for the gifts for my children from the “Angel Tree”.
        Hecht family
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of Shirley Jane Herbert who passed away December 31, 2019. She joined Christ Church 8/3/1997. Please keep Richard and family in prayer.
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Thank you for the meal and healing prayers for me. May God Bless You, 
         Dawn Miller






A special thank you for the gifts, cards, baked goods, and love showered on all of us this year and over the holidays. 
May God Bless you all,
“The staff”
Pastor Ryan, Marrianne, Esther, Vicki, Mary Ann, Dave, & Michele










January Attendance
                             Church    Sunday School
5
121
44
12
165
47
19
68
36
26
N/A
N/A
Average
118
42
December Attendance
	       Church        Sunday School
1
125
50
8
132
49
15
149
56
22
162
55
     29
88
23
Average
131
47

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICES
3pm—----42
5:30pm---40
7pm------204
10pm------37
Total------323

November Attendance
                       Church        Sunday School
3
144
54
10
147
54
17
173
67
24
133
50
Average
149
56









2019 GIVING STATEMENTS – Please pick up your 2019 giving statements in the rear of the Narthex.
[bookmark: _GoBack]     GOD’S GROWN-UPS
         by Kathy Bunch
  God’s Grown-Ups meets once a month 12noon on the third Thursday of the month.  We meet at different local restaurants and occasionally have a guest speaker. If anyone is interested in attending or would like more information, please call Kathy Bunch at nanaKbunch@gmail.com or (570)765-8699. 
February we will meet at 12noon on Thursday the 20th at Hoss’s Steak & Sea House.

2019 GIVING STATEMENTS – Please pick up your 2019 giving statements in the rear of the Narthex.

SOLES4SOULS
by Jim Rinck

The Missions Committee of Christ Church will collect gently worn footwear March 1 – March 29, 2020 to donate to Soles4Souls.  Collection boxes will be placed in the Church narthex. All footwear must be bound in pairs with a strong rubber band or by tying the laces together with a loose knot.  Our collection is only for footwear, although Soles4Souls also collects other goods. For more details, go to Soles4Souls.org or contact Jim Rinck at (570)374-7767 or rinckrj@ptd.net
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Welcome God’s Grown-Ups
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AGAPELAND
By Michele Hoch

Agapeland would like to welcome God’s Grown-Ups on Monday, February 10th from 9:30a.m.-10:30a.m.  Please note, this is not a Valentine’s Tea Party this year.  Hope to see you there!

[image: ]

Please come out for the Hoss’s Community Night Fundraiser to support Agapeland Preschool on Thursday, February 20th.  Simply pick up a paper coupon on the table in the lobby, turn it in as you pay that day only, and at least 20% of your bill will be donated to Agapeland.  So simple!  Feel free to share the coupon papers with others to help spread the word.  This is eat in only and does not include gift card sales.  Enjoy a night out with family and friends.  We are grateful for your support!

Agapeland has a current opening for Pre-K child in our MWF morning classroom.  A child must have turned four by August 31, 2019 and be potty trained.  

CHRIST UMC, SELINSGROVE SUNDAY AFTERNOON/NIGHT YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE:
   Fri., Feb. 14 to Sun., Feb. 16 ~ Wesley Forest Recharge (Calling all current 7-12 graders! This winter retreat is for YOU! Experience large group games, small group discussion time, and a personal spiritual recharge for your journey. Prepare for an epic dance party & lip sync battle, relevant worship & guest speaker, and a winter weekend full of summer camp fun!  CUMC pays $60 of each youth’s attendance.  Cost of the youth family is then $60 by January 31st and $90 after January 31st.  Go to www.wesleyforest.org to sign-up)
Sun., Feb. 16 ~ Snow Tubing in State College (more information to come) 
Sun., Mar. 1 ~ 6:30pm to 8pm Board Game Night with Food & Devotions
Sun., Mar. 15 or Sun., Mar. 29 ~ Possible Haven Ministries Mission Night (more information to come) 
Sun., Apr. 19 ~ After Second Service of Church: Pizza Party and Christ UMC Work Day at Kidsgrove in Selinsgrove.  The youth have been an amazing volunteer force for this ministry at Kidsgrove during the summer and we hope that this will continue starting with this church family event.
Reminder that youth Sunday School is every Sunday at 9:15am.
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EVANGELISM & HOSPITALITY
By Jinny Harnum
From BFF – Being a Faithful Friend
			By Group

     Our last issue of Crusader discussed being the “new kid” at school or church and the feelings one may feel…nervous, unsure and, even a bit confused. To help folks feel comfortable we read articles entitled “Offer to Help” and “Skooch Over,” which can be found in the last issues of our Crusader.

     Our last article is called – Stick Around. Most of the time once we hear that last “amen” or the last note to the final song, we’re up and out the door! There are children to be gathered, coats to find and…football games to be watched. But…those moments after worship don’t need to, and should not, be rushed. If we think about the guests at our church, they’ve finally found where they need to be, and they certainly know how to find their car. So most likely they’ve got five minutes to chat. Take the time to say hello to folks, especially the visitors. There are studies that show that visitors felt more welcome when someone talked to them after the service than before! No matter what, let someone nearby know you saw them and noticed they were there.

  WESLEY FOREST SUMMER CHURCH CAMP - Exciting news, friends! 2020 online registration is now OPEN! Go to www.wesleyforest.org to register for any of our 2020 events. You'll also find the new Summer Camp and Retreat brochure now listed online! We can't wait to see you at Wesley Forest in 2020! CUMC pays for 50% of each camper’s registration. 
**January 2020 is the month that you can begin to sign up for Church Camp – go to www.susumcamps.org to see all camps listed; CUMC pays 50% of every camper stay & more as financially needed***
  HANDBELL CHOIR – Will meet the second Sunday of each month starting in January at 9:15am in the Choir Room (Seekers Sunday School class will meet in the sanctuary those Sundays).  We will be working on pieces to play for Palm Sunday (April 5th, 2020).  We will also practice Sunday, March 22 & 29 at 9:15am.  The Sunday practice dates at 9:15am are as follows:  February 9; March 8, 22 & 29.
  LOVE LIKE JESUS: SAVE THE DATE -- Sunday, April 19 immediately after Church Pizza Party and Christ UMC Work Day at Kidsgrove, Selinsgrove
    CHECK-OUT THE CUMC WEBSITE – For more Invitations to Serve the Lord such as Meals For Seals & Selinsgrove Area Meals on Wheels.  Our website is www.christ-umc.net

ANNOUNCEMENTS











MISSION GIVING THROUGH CHILDREN’S CHANGE 2019
1. Total received for World 
    Communion: $82.50
2. Total for Mission Trip 
     GYTTE: $246.28
3. Total for SACC (Food Boxes
    & Transient Ministries):
    $949.02 
4. Total for Families & Churches in Need (Fire Victims, Bethany UMC Fire, Wood-Mode, & General Need): $2,691.23
5. Total for UMCOR (Disaster Relief Domestic/International & One Great Hour of Sharing): $1,233.24
For a Grand Total of $5,202.27








CHURCH COUNCIL

Jeanette Weaver, Chair
Jennifer Rager-Kay, Lay Leader
Jinny Harnum, Lay Member to Annual Conference
Jason Fasold, Trustee Team
Tony Mowery, Trustee Team
Brett Fisher, Trustee Team
Robyn Rinck, SPRC Team
Frank Wetzel, SRPC Team
Christopher Bailey, Finance Team
TBD, Finance Team
Hannah Reichenbach, Youth Representative
Ryan Gephart, Pastor





















	
Our Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision:  Love Jesus, Love like Jesus, and Invite others to Love like Jesus
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15-10:15am

Preschool & Children up to 5th grade: led by Amanda Rousu & Crew;
Middle School & Jr. High Youth (6th through 9th grade): led by Pastor Ryan, Mike & Tara Moyer, and Jason & Jaime Carpenter.
Study for Preschool, Children, Middle School & Jr. High Youth: Classes meet in the Children’s wing & Youth Room plus side ministry office.
Contemporary Christian Music Study: for 10th grade & Up, led by Dawn Ritter & Tara Moyer, meets in conference room. Focusing on - Living Life Together: The group focuses on sharing daily life struggles and triumphs. We continue to use contemporary Christian music as a tool to support our feelings and daily struggles/circumstances, and just to grow in our relationship with Christ.
Nomads: led by Ed Fox meets in room beside Pastor Ryan’s Office; Study: “Overcomer”
Seekers: led by Marrianne Hoyt & Carole Hupp, meets in Choir Room.  Study:  TBD.
Willing Workers: led by Barb Naugle, Mary Emily Neitz, and Kathy Showers, meets in the Adult Groups Room. Study: Adult Bible Studies: “God”

(cont.)   Theme:  A Transfigured
                              Church	
      Scriptures:  Matthew 17:1-9
                          & Romans 12:1-13
Looking Ahead to March & Lent: “Entering the Passion of Jesus” by Dr. Marsha McFee (this series will be based on her work which is summarized by her below; we will also look in depth at our Vision Statement at Christ UMC and how that calls us because of the Passion of Christ, to be in loving relationships of wholeness with others): “The events of Christ’s Passion, which take place during the last week of Jesus’ life, often don’t receive enough time in our worship and study. These stories are important to our faith journey and our identity as followers of Jesus. And yet we often move too quickly from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday with little time to take in the dramatic story of that last week. Throughout the six weeks of Lent we will “freeze-frame” moments in Holy Week so we might put ourselves in the picture, thereby “Entering the Passion of Jesus.” How might taking a closer look at the ancient story open us to deeper conviction for our role in its ongoing message?”


           [image: ]February 26 

6am-8am
Ashes to Go @ CUMC

Noon-12:30pm
Service @ CUMC

2pm-2:30pm
Pennsfield Apts. Service

7pm Service @ CUMC
February 2020 Worship Themes
By Pastor Ryan
Theme for the Month of February:  Dealing with Peace, Conflict and Being Honest 
Synopsis: We will mainly use the book of Romans as a teaching tool to first see how “since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5).  We will examine the work of Christ in our lives to help us live in peace and share the message of peace that can only come with a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Only by the power of Jesus (proved by the resurrection) can true peace be obtained in life.  Second, we will look deeply at what is really going on in the wrath sections of Romans Chapter 1 through the eyes of scholars like David L. Barlett, Barbara Brown Taylor, Steve Harper and others.  We will end in Romans Chapters 8 & 12 dealing with having no commendation when one is in Christ and living a transformed life in the Church.

February 2 ~ 4th Sunday After The
 Epiphany & Holy Communion
      Theme:  Peaceful Access to
                     Jesus Our Lord	
      Scriptures:  John 14:25-31 & 
                           Romans 5:1-11

February 9 ~ 5th Sunday After The Epiphany		
      Theme:  Love of Others not
                      Idolatry			Scriptures:  Isaiah 58:1-12 & 
                           Romans 1:18-32

February 16 ~ 6th Sunday After The Epiphany		
      Theme:  Spiritual Fishing
     Scripture:  Deuteronomy 30:15-
                         20 & Romans 8:1-11 February 23 ~ Transfiguration Sunday & UMC Scout Award Sunday		           (cont.)				                       



    MINISTRY AT CUMC
These are ministry opportunities at Christ United Methodist Church (CUMC). If you are interested in joining one or more of these opportunities, please contact the church office at (570) 374-8539 or the ministry leader.
Caring Ministry- Is led by Carolyn Gemberling (570) 809-5995. 
  Caring Ministry creates and maintains a connection with the person who is unable to fully engage in the life of the church. The team will send cards, visit, call, provide meals, etc.
Conversation Ministry at Pennsfield Apartments- Is led by Carolyn Gemberling. 
  They meet the third Wednesday of every month at 2pm.
    Conversation Ministry at Grayson View - Is led by Dawn Miller (570) 374-1573. 
     They meet the fourth Tuesday of every other month at 2pm.
Evangelism and Hospitality- Is led by Jinny Harnum (570) 374-9401. 
  Evangelism and Hospitality Team makes visitors feel welcome, sends visitor notes, letters and cards.
Health and Welfare- Is led by Pam Wildt (570) 374-5694.
  Health and Welfare Team can make a difference in the lives of many. Helping others after a catastrophe and/or gathering food baskets for those in need.
   Youth – Led by Mike & Tara Moyer and Jaime & Jason Carpenter.
Missions-Christian volunteers in love and action bring their talents to the mission program through the local outreach ministries, emergency response, and recovery work around the world.

Adult Sunday School 

Children's Sunday School- Is led by Amanda Rousu (570) 374-0817.

Choir - Is led by Marrianne Hoyt (570) 473-9817. They practice Wednesday night at 6:30pm.

Bells- Is led by Lisa Orner (570) 556-7002.  Meets the second Sunday of every month during the Sunday School hour.

Praise Team- Is led by Deb Stauffer & Jayme Knouse. They practice Thursday night at 6:15pm.

Kitchen Ministry- Is led by Kathy Bunch (570) 765-8699.
The Kitchen Ministry prepares and serves meals at funerals, weddings, for church gatherings, and special occasions.

Valet Parking- They have a need for volunteers to assist some of our worshipers to park their car before the service and to bring their car to the circle after the service

Visuals - Is led by Carole Hupp (570) 765-7351. From flowers to banners, the beautiful settings in the sanctuary are provided by this team.

If you have an interest in learning more about any of these teams, please contact the leaders. 
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
 Monday Morning Men (MMM) – meets at 9am at CUMC, occasionally for breakfast at local restaurants like Pepper Tree. For more information, contact Ed Fox at eddyfoxy@ptd.net or (570)975-6244.

Monday Night Men (MNM) – meets at 7:30pm at 202 Pleasant Drive, Selinsgrove.  We are starting a 5-week video study based on Romans 8. For more info, call or text George Hupp (570)850-8665.
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – meets at 10am each Tuesday in the Adult Groups Room at the Church. We are studying Romans this fall.  For more information, contact Pastor Ryan at pryan@christ-umc.net or (570)374-8539.

God’s Grown-Ups – meets once monthly to enjoy lunch and a program/speaker at a local restaurant. For more information, contact Kathy Bunch at nanaKbunch@gmail.com or (570)765-8699.
















[image: ]            GIFT CARDS
 
       Don’t forget to purchase Weis and Giant gift cards.  The church has earned around $45,000 since we began selling them.  All the profits go directly to the principal on our mortgage.

















	
	
	
	   							February 2020  
      Sunday	  Monday		          Tuesday		Wednesday	       Thursday                         Friday                        Saturday
November 2017



	
	Agapeland:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday
1st 8:30am-11am/ 2nd 12pm-2:30pm
Tuesday & Thursday
1st 9:00am-11am/ 2nd 12:30pm-2:30pm
Worship:  8am Praise Service
          9:15am Sunday School
  10:30am Traditional Service





	
	
	
	
	1

	2


Noon Scout Awards
	3
9am Monday 
   AM Men @ CUMC

7:30pm Monday
   PM Men

	4
10am Tues. Bible Study 

12:30pm Pastor at Ministerium

6:15pm-8:15pm Worship Design Team Meeting
	5
8:30am Pastor at Cluster



6:30pm Choir
	6





6:15pm Praise
  Team
	7
	8

	9

9:15am Bell Choir
	10
9am Monday 
   AM Men @ CUMC

7:30pm Monday
   PM Men
	11

10am Tues. Bible Study 




	12





6:30pm Choir
	13





6:15pm Praise
  Team
	14
N0 Agapeland
  Wesley Forest 
Recharge  <-------
	15

Youth Event
-----------------

	16
Wesley Forest Youth Event Recharge
------------

Youth Snow Tubing in State College
	17
N0 Agapeland
9am Monday 
   AM Men @ CUMC

7:30pm Monday
   PM Men
	18
10am Tues. Bible Study 

	19






6:30pm Choir

	20
Agapeland Fund Raiser @ Hoss’s

12noon God’s Grownups @ Hoss’s

6:15pm Praise
  Team
	21
Crusader Deadline

8:30am Pastor’s Prayer Breakfast @ Perkins
	22

	23

10:30am Scout Recognition in Worship
	24

9am Monday 
   AM Men @ Pepper tree


7:30pm Monday
   PM Men
	25
10am Tues. Bible Study 

9:30am – 4pm-All
Day Conference Event EVC will cater lunch
	26 Ash Wednesday
6am-8am
Ashes to Go

Noon-12:30pm
Service @CUMC

2pm-2:30pm
Pennsfield Apts. Service

7pm Service @ CUMC
	27






6:15pm Praise
  Team
	28
	29
Pastor Ryan @ BOOM


  February
2
9
16
23
8am Hosts/
Ushers
Ed & Bette Fox
TBD
Keith & Theresa Beaver
Amanda Bielskie &
Kathy Bunch
Nursery
Amanda
Bielskie
Bette Fox & Theresa Beaver
Phil or Cassie Betz
Barb Brandt &
Wanda Heimbach
Roamer
Tony Weaver
George Hupp or Dustin Emery
TBD
Frank Wetzel
Valet
Nick Knouse
Tony Weaver
Phil Betz
Gary Brandt
10:30am Hosts/
Ushers
Dan & Charity Ney,
Michael & Tara Moyer
Jinny Harnum, Pam Wildt, Jennifer Kay, Meechel Sanzotto
Ron & Jan Boyer, Brett & Jaimee Fisher
Chris & Carolyn Gemberling, Carla Ferry, Pat Wendt
Acolyte
Henry Leland
Max Ferry
Maddy Benner
Nate Orner
Liturgist
Paul Heintzelman
Carole Hupp
Dan Ney
Melissa Reed
Nursery
Peter or Jennifer Kay & Sara Dunkelberger
Misty Gephart
Lisa Orner 
Amanda Rousu 
Valet
Christopher Fisher
Jason Carpenter
Tony Mowery
Jason Carpenter
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1



6:30-8pm Youth Game Night Board game
	2

-----Art--------
9am Monday 
   AM Men

7:30pm Monday
   PM Men

	3

--------------------
10am Tues. Bible Study

12:30pm Pastor at Ministerium

	4

------------------



6:30pm Choir

	5

Agapeland-----


6:15pm Praise Team


	6

------------
	7

6-8pm Agapeland Arts Festival

	8

9:15am Bell Choir
	9
9am Monday 
   AM Men


7:30pm Monday
   PM Men

	10
10am Tues. Bible Study
	11



6:30pm Choir
	12


6:15pm Praise Team

	13
	14

	15
	16
9am Monday 
   AM Men


7:30pm Monday
   PM Men

	17
10am Tues. Bible Study
	18



6:30pm Choir
	19

12noon God’s Grown-ups

6:15pm Praise Team

	20

8:30am Pastor’s Prayer Breakfast @ Perkins
	21


	22

9:15am Bell Choir
	23
9am Monday 
   AM Men


7:30pm Monday
   PM Men


	24
10am Tues. Bible Study

Lenten Worship 
Sanct./Kit. Reserved (District Ministers)
	25




6:30pm Choir
	26



6:15pm Praise Team

	27
	28

3pm Winter Jam

	29
9:15am Bell Choir

4pm Youth Haven Ministry
	30
9am Monday 
   AM Men


7:30pm Monday
   PM Men

	31
10am Tues. Bible Study

	
	Agapeland:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday
1st 8:30am-11am/ 2nd 12pm-2:30pm
Tuesday & Thursday
1st 9:00am-11am/ 2nd 12:30pm-2:30pm
Worship:  8am Praise Service
          9:15am Sunday School
  10:30am Traditional Service


	
	


March 2020
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