 From The DeskDecember 2021/January 2022 CUMC Crusader   
Christ United Methodist Church···Pastor Ryan Gephart

of Pastor Ryan……

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.” – Luke 1:30-31

	Advent is a season of multiple meanings.  Traditionally, one has thought of Advent as preparation for the birth of Jesus Christ.  Hymns tell us to “prepare the way of the Lord and all people shall see the salvation of our God.”  Advent is also the celebration of the concept of the incarnation.  Incarnation means God, the divine, dwelt with us in human form through the Son, Jesus Christ.  We often sing of Emmanuel in songs during Advent and Christmas that reminds us that God is with us.  One other idea we speak of in Advent is that Christ has already come and will come again in final victory for all humanity to live in the love of Christ eternally.  We celebrate in Advent that the Savior of the nations has lived among us and will one-day return so that every tear will be wiped away and every broken heart will be mended by His grace and love.
	This year for the dates of December 1st to December 24th (the bulk of the Advent season), I would like to challenge us to read a chapter a day from the Gospel of Luke.  As we read a chapter a day, we will have unfold before us the story of the Savior of the world.  We will start with hearing on December 1st about the birth of Jesus foretold and how Mary found favor with God and spoke on behalf of the poor and oppressed.  The story of Jesus’ ministry, miracles, teachings and passion will continue to unfold each day as we read one chapter after another until we reach December 24th.  On one of the biggest holidays of the year, Christmas Eve, we will read of the resurrection and ascension of Jesus reminding us of Christ’s final victory over pain and death for all time.  If we read Luke 24 on Christmas Eve in the morning, when we come to church in the afternoon or evening, we will have an even deeper appreciation of how God was with us and will be with us for eternity.
	Sisters and brothers in Christ, may the Holy Spirt guide you this Advent to not just put up decorations but to also adorn your heart with the words of Scripture.  In adorning your heart with the words of Scripture, I believe you will find yourself having an even deeper appreciation for the child who was born of Mary.  A child that changed the world as He grew up to teach us about the ways of love and how that love caused Him to sacrifice His life for all of humanity.  By reading the story of Jesus, may we this December do what one Christmas hymn encourages us to do ~ “O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!”
In Service to Emmanuel, “God with us” ~ Pastor Ryan
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SACC  FOOD BASKETS
   By Pam Wildt

     The Selinsgrove Area Christian Council (SACC) will be distributing food baskets to needy families on Saturday morning, December 18th.  The deadline for me to turn in names of persons requesting a box is December 10th. This is for the Selinsgrove school district area only.
TOYS FOR TOTS
The last day to collect for “Toys For Tots” is Sunday, December 12, 2021. Thank you for all the donations!






















Charge Conference after church service on Sunday, 
December 5, 2021.










WEEKDAY GROUPS

Monday Morning Men – Will meet on Mondays at 9am in the Sanctuary 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – We meet in person at 10am in the Adult Sunday School Classroom and the Online Facebook Version is at 9am**

Choir Practice Every Wednesday Night at 6:30pm

Third & Fourth Thursdays Communions at 11am at Pennsfield Apartments (3rd Thursdays) and Market/High Street Apartments (4th Thursdays)

**TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE AND TOPICS

December 7th ~ Isaiah 55
December 14th ~ Selected Areas of Isaiah 56-66
December 21st & 28th ~ No Bible Study (Christmas Break)
January 4th ~ Revelation 1
January 11th ~ Revelation 2
January 18th ~ Revelation 3
January 25th ~ Revelation 4

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Willing Workers – Will meet in the Adult Sunday School Room at the date to be determined.
Seekers – Will meet 9am in the Conference Room beginning Sunday November 28th. This group is led by Marrianne Hoyt.
Nomads – TBD 
Find us on: [image: ]






CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Children’s Sunday School for 3 year-olds to 5th grade meets on the first floor in the children’s wing every Sunday from 9:15am to 10:10am.  Children are welcome to come to worship at 9am and then take the “children’s train” down stairs at 9:15am for Sunday School time.  Children are also welcome to come directly to Children’s Sunday School on the first floor at 9:15am.  Children are always welcome to stay in the worship service at 9am and also to attend worship after Sunday School at 10:30am.

ANGEL TREE
 
We will be doing an online Angel Tree for the Community Action Agency.  This year there are two options for helping children & youth experience the love of Christ through the giving Christmas presents.  One is on the front page of the Newsletter, through Toys for Tots.  The second is by our traditional Angel Tree which will be organized online by Jaime Carpenter, as it was last year.  Jaime will coordinate families and gifts through an online sign-up portal called Sign Up Genius. There will be about 10 to 12 families available for helping out through Angel Tree this year.  Please pay attention to bulletins, emails and Facebook messages for future information about this ministry.  Sign-up will start around November 24th and gifts will be due by December 15th.


2021 CUMC OFFICERS
Council Chair: Jeanette Weaver
Lay Leader: Jennifer Rager Kay
Lay Member: Sara Dunkelberger
Trustee Head: Jason Fasold
Trustee Member: Tony Mowery
Trustee Member: Brett Fisher
Finance Head: Christopher Bailey
Secretary to Council:
                    Christopher Bailey
Finance Member: Dottie Row
SPRC Head: Robyn Rinck
SPRC Member: Frank Wetzel

Our Staff & E-Mail
Addresses
Pastor Ryan Gephart                                                                                   pryan@christ-umc.net

Treasurer Esther Martin                                                                  treasurer@christ-umc.net

Office Manager Vicki Ewing                                                                       office@christ-umc.net

Office Assistant Angela Myers
office@christ-umc.net

Custodian Dan Orner
Worship Accompanist and 
Choir Director Marrianne Hoyt                 mw617@aol.com 

Children Ministry 
   Amanda Rousu                                                            children@christ-umc.net

Agapeland Director 
   Michele Hoch                                                           agapeland@christ-umc.net
Teachers: Amy Domaracki, 
   Michele Hoch 
 Aides: Isabel Marques, 
  Wanda Heimbach,
  Veronica Hornberger
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
	12/01	Carol	Wink
12/01	Katie	Artley
	12/01	Jaylee A. Dagle
	12/03	Tierney Bleacher
	12/04	Alayna	Wenrich
	12/04	Barbara Leland
	12/04	John	O'Malley
	12/05	Christina Artley
	12/05	Jeffrey	Reichenbach
	12/06	Alex McFall
	12/06	Jill Reber
	12/07	Brixton Young
	12/07	Catherine Atchison
	12/07	Gwendolyn Reichenbach
	12/08	Kenda	Bordner
	12/10	Eden Alima
	12/11	Chris Gemberling
	12/12	Teighler Doak
	12/13	Justin Betzer
12/14	Erin Twilley
12/14	Duane	Inch
12/14	Paul Heintzelman
12/15	Nelson	Bailey
12/15	Dorothy Fasold
12/16	Julie Arnold
12/18	Edward Fox
12/18	Liam Rawlings
12/19	Ezekiel	Rousu
12/19	Matthew Wilver
12/19	Jeff Fasold
12/21	Roderick Boyer
12/21	Madalyn Benner
12/24	Talia Mowery
12/25	Jason Dagle
12/26	Dean Hollenbach
12/27	Tristan	Conrad
12/27	Christina Wolfe
12/28	Brandy	Inch
12/31	Donna	Long


JANUARY BIRTHDAYSOUR MORTGAGE
     We borrowed $583,500 and are now paying it back.  As of 
November 11, 2021, we owe $414,468.67. Our monthly payment is $4,765.62 and is funded by the “Imagine Christ” Fund. 


01/03	Shane	Hendricks
01/03	Donna	Hummel
01/04	David	Beaver
01/04	Jane Hummel
01/08	Rebecca Mowry
01/09	Kaitlyn	 Spriggle
01/10	Laura	ManfrediniOur Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision:  Love Jesus, Love like Jesus, and Invite others to Love like Jesus


01/12	Christi	Hendricks
01/12	Emily	Klick
01/12	Matthew Gabel
01/12	Dorla	Morris
01/13	Steve	Ritter
01/13	Heath	ArtleyCHURCH COUNCIL
Church Council will meet 6:30 pm the second Wednesday of every month except in July. Meeting dates:  December 8th & January 12th.


01/15	Haley	Inch
01/15	Hugo	Alima
01/16	Larry	Arbogast
01/18	Linda	Bogar
01/18	Jenna	Carpenter
01/18	Angel	Wagner
01/19	Laurie	KirchnerCONFIRMATION CLASSES
Calling all 6th graders through 8th grade plus any high schoolers who have not had the opportunity to take the class.  Classes will be once a month September to May from 
4-5pm. Dates: 12/5, 1/16, 2/13, 3/13, 4/10, 5/22, with Pentecost Sunday 6/5/2022 as the day they will join the church.


01/20	Susan	McFall
01/20	Robin	Shearer
01/21	Crystal	 Snyder
01/21	Grace	O'Malley
01/22	Patricia Arbogast
01/22	Gabriella Naugle
01/22	Jayme	Hile
01/22	David	Oelberg
01/24	Corrin	Mordan
01/26	Brandon Hile
01/27	Megan	 MollDear Friends of the Tuesday A.M. Bible Study:
What a wonderful surprise to receive the box in the mail! The prayer shawl is beautiful- I love the color.  It is on the back of our sofa so I can use it when I have my devotions. 
I so appreciate all your prayers-that is what has gotten me through it all. Thank you again for thinking of me!    In His Love,
                  Gwyn Montgomery

01/31	Jackson Fasold

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
21- Daniel & Sara Dunkelberger
24- Dan & Lisa Orner
27- George & Carole Hupp
27- Dick & Carol Norman
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
06- Tim & Sandy Conrad
30- Roderick & Amy Boyer

































     


















NOVEMBER ATTENDANCE

    Worship         9am          10:30am
7
28
22
14
36
44
21
N/A
N/A
28
N/A
N/A
Average
32
33

OCTOBER WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

     Worship         9am         10:30am  
3
17
26
10
34
21
17
25
32
24
34
28
31
23
29
Average
27
27

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

    Worship         9am         10:30am
5
23
24
12
23
37
19
20
37
26
19
18
Average
21
29


WESLEY FOREST YOUTH RETREAT WEEKEND – 22 IN ATTENDANCE


October & November
Facebook, YouTube & Sermon By Phone Average Attendance


October
Facebook - 71
YouTube - 7
Sermon By Phone – 4

November
Facebook –97
YouTube - 5
Sermon By Phone –2

Sermon By Phone # 
(570) 213-7375


















































WORSHIP THEMES FOR NOVEMBER 28 TO DECEMBER 26, 2021

The pandemic has laid bare, and widened, economic disparity locally and globally. As we enter the Advent season, how can our churches become houses where the Holy will be born anew–offering respite, sustenance and care, opening the doors ever wider to those seeking shelter from the onslaught of life? No one church can do it all, but each can do something. As we study the biblical prophets who call us to care for our neighbors and “make room in the inn,” the lonely and frightened spaces within us are filled with the light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. (From Dr. Marsha McFee & Worship Design Studio)


Nov. 28, Advent 1: “Making Room” (Hope) ~ Jeremiah 33:14-26 & Psalm 25:4-5
Dec. 5, Advent 2: “A Place at the Table” (Peace) ~ Malachi 3:1-4 & Philippians 1:3-11
Dec. 12, Advent 3: “How Much is Enough?” (Joy) ~ Isaiah 12:2-6 & Luke 3:7-18
Dec. 19, Advent 4: “A Room with a View” (Love) ~ Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:46-55
Dec. 24, Christmas Eve*: “The Inn” ~ Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-20
Dec. 26, Sunday after Christmas: “Dwelling” ~ Colossians 3:12-17 & Luke 2:41-52
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January 2022 Service Themes To Be Determined
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CHRIST UMC, SELINSGROVE, PA YOUTH GROUP UPDATE
Sunday, December 5, 2021 ~ Confirmation in The Adult Sunday School Room from 4pm to 5pm 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 ~ Youth Christmas Party in The Multi-Purpose Room from 5pm to 7pm
Sunday, January 16, 2022 ~ Confirmation in The Adult Sunday School Room from 4pm to 5pm
One Sunday in January 2022 for youth group will be a snow tubing event and one Sunday in January 2022 will be a regular hour & a half youth group





CHURCH COUNCIL
Church Council will meet 6:30 pm the second Wednesday of every month except in July. Meeting dates:  November 10th & December 8th.
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*CHRISTMAS EVE, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2021 SERVICE SCHEDULE
3pm ~ Traditional Lessons & Carols with Holy Communion & Candlelight
5:30pm ~ Half-hour Children’s Focused Service with Christmas Story & Bells
7pm ~ Family Focused Service with Special Items, Holy Communion & Candlelight
10pm ~ Traditional Lessons & Carols with Holy Communion & Candlelight













EVANGELISM & HOSPITALTY
By Jinny Harnum


The Wings of Prayer
Helen Steiner Rice
On the wings of prayer, our burdens take flight
And our load of care becomes
bearably light,
And our heavy hearts are lifted above
To be healed by the balm of God’s wonderful love.

[image: Lineart Praying Hands - Clip Art Praying Hands And Cross, HD Png Download -  kindpng]
BIBLE TRIVIA
Let’s play Bible Trivia! 
Answers on last page of the Crusader!

Questions:
1. How many commandments did God give to Moses?
2. In which book of the Bible will you find the story of Adam and Eve? 
3. Who went to heaven in chariot of fire?
AGAPELAND
              By Michele Hoch
      Once again, Agapeland Preschool is participating in the Tree Fest of Children’s Books 2021 at the Rudy Gelnett Memorial Library.  The book we chose is God Made Me Just Right by: Jill Roman Lord.  This year, trees can be seen in person or virtually through the library.  
     Agapeland’s annual December giving project recipients are the local Fire Departments.  These individuals in many cases volunteer their time, away from their own families, to serve the community.  Our hope is to gather enough funds so we can provide a nice meal to surprise the many fire stations within the Selinsgrove School District (and there are many).  We will also collect handmade Christmas cards with heartfelt messages.  Once the funds and Christmas cards are collected, we will divide up the funds and cards to then share with the departments.  Let’s send our appreciation for the services they provide.  We will be collecting monetary donations and cards only.  Checks made payable to Agapeland Preschool.  If you would like to donate, you may send cash or checks to Agapeland Preschool or place it in the Agapeland mail slot outside the church office door.  All donations are due by Tuesday, December 21st.   The deliveries will be made during the last week of December.  
      May you all be filled with the spirit of Christmas and the joy of Christ’s love for us all!






































PORK AND SAUERKRAUT DINNER
The date for the dinner is Saturday, January 1st in the Multipurpose room.  More information will follow. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SHUT-INS
Shirley Pontius
Shirley Hoffman
Fannie McFall
Joyce Walshaw
Julie Breon
Barb Naugle
Judy Tudor
Betty Fisher
Sarah Stauffer
Emma Foust
Pauline Hoover
Dick & Carol Norman
Daun Klinger
Jane Hummel
Mary Laudenslager
Larry & Elaine Walters
Raymond & Linda Leach
Paul Smith
Noah Hendricks
Dorla Morris-1 Nita Court Mechanicsburg, PA  17050

Nancy Forbes-49 Kindred Place Annville, PA  17003

Please drop your cards off at the church office!!

[image: Free christmas clipart christmas cards - ClipartFox - ClipArt Best - ClipArt  Best]






































[image: Free Prayer Cliparts, Download Free Prayer Cliparts png images, Free  ClipArts on Clipart Library]Please keep the family of Timothy Conrad in prayers. Tim’s mother, Ethel Ruth Conrad passed away Tuesday, November 9, 2021.


Bible Trivia Answers: 1. Ten, 2. Genesis, 3. Elijah
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Friday, December 24, 2021
3pm- Traditional Service
5:30pm-Children’s Service
7pm- Family Service
10pm- Traditional Service
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November 19, 2021

Greetings Church Family,

The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) of Christ United Methodist Church wishes you God’s peace in your hearts and in your homes.  May you truly know the gift we received on the first Christmas.  

As the wise men brought gifts to the Baby Jesus, it is tradition at Christ United Methodist Church to give gifts to those who serve the needs of our church family.

We will honor Pastor Ryan Gephart, Vicki Ewing, Angela Myers, Esther Martin, Marrianne Hoyt, and Dan Orner with a monetary gift on Sunday, December 19, 2021.  The blessings these special people offer nurture our spiritual lives, support us in times of need, assist in the operations of the Church to help it run smoothly, guide and support our children, provide music and praise, and keep the church clean and safe.

If you wish to contribute, please place cash or a check in an envelope marked “Staff Christmas gifts” and place it in the offering plate, or mail to the Church office no later than 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021.

Regardless of whether you are able to offer a donation, we sincerely pray that this Christmas brings you wellness, spiritually and physically.  And may you experience a blessed New Year.

In His Love,

Staff Parish Relations Committee

Luke: 2:14: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  


A Narrative for the Continuing United Methodist Church

 United Methodists all over the globe are liturgical, contemporary, charismatic, social activists, urban, suburban, small town, rural and much more. We are children, youth, young adults, senior adults, new Christians, and mature Christians. We are present on four continents, in more than 45 countries, and we comprise an unknown number of cultures and languages. We are a holy communion of different races, ethnicities, cultures, and perspectives united by the Holy Spirit, driven by the mission of Christ, and bearing the good news of an unmerited grace that changes lives and transforms communities. 

Christ’s prayer for our unity and command to gather all to the table, to make space for one another, appreciate one another, and look for Christ in each other, prohibit us from creating individual tables only for those who think, act, look, and perceive the world like we do. We cannot be a church that fractures its identity and commitment to Christ by aligning itself with political parties. We cannot be a traditional church or a progressive church or a centrist church. We cannot be a gay or straight church. Our churches must be more than echo chambers made in our own image arguing with each other while neglecting our central purpose. This is the way of the world. 

Instead, we must be one people, rooted in scripture, centered in Christ, serving in love and united in the essentials. It is hard work. It is sacred work. It is the ministry of reconciliation that Christ gave to each of us. Our best witness is to love each other as Christ loves us, to show the world the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit to bind us together despite our differences. This is living out the gospel. 

We are a church: 
• Confident in what God has done in Christ Jesus for all humankind 
• Committed to personal and social salvation/transformation 
• Courageous in dismantling the powers of racism, tribalism, and colonialism 

All of our members, clergy, local churches, and annual conferences will continue to have a home in the future United Methodist Church, whether they consider themselves liberal, evangelical, progressive, traditionalist, middle of the road, conservative, centrist, or something else. We hold on to our Wesleyan heritage that “the living core of the Christian faith is revealed in Scripture, illuminated by tradition, vivified in personal experience, and confirmed by reason”. 

We are longing for a United Methodist Church that will move towards new forms of being a connectional church, a General Conference focused on global essentials, and an empowerment of regions for contextually relevant forms of living our common mission mandate. Deeply rooted in the Doctrinal Standards of the UMC, we pledge to exercise our episcopal role in ways that enable as many United Methodists, lay and clergy, as are willing to remain in the UMC and – together – to continue in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. And, because we are part of the Church Universal, we seek to be united visibly and in ministries with other parts of the Body of Christ in God’s mission for the human family and creation. 

We are committed to strengthening every local church, where the word is preached and Christ is offered, and where the table is set before all who hunger and thirst for righteousness, confident in the prayer we have learned to say and share: 
• Make us one with Christ—this is faithfulness. 
• Make us one with each other—this is unity. 
• Make us one in ministry to all the world—this is fruitfulness.

 This is the United Methodist Church we love and serve! 

Council of Bishops,    The United Methodist Church,    November 4, 2021
	
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday   Office Hours 
Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri ~ 8am - 3pm
Thurs ~ 8am to 4pm
AC-Adult Sunday School Class
MR- Multipurpose Room/Sanctuary
OWC- Outdoor Worship Center



	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Agapeland
M-W-F
8:30am-2:30pm
T-TH
9am-2:30pm
	  
	
	
	
	
	1
Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner

7pm Online worship

	2
7am Online worship
9am Worship
Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary
	3
9am Monday Morning Men-MR


	4
9am Facebook Bible Study
10am Tuesday Bible Study -AC
	5
9am Facebook
  Live Prayer
6:30pm Choir

	6
	7
	8
7pm Online worship

	9
7am Online worship
9am Worship
Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary
	10
9am Monday Morning Men-MR
	11
9am Facebook Bible Study
10am Tuesday Bible Study -AC
	12
9am Facebook
  Live Prayer
6:30pm Choir
6:30pm Church 
  Council - CF
	13
Crusader Deadline
	14
	15
7pm Online worship

	16
7am Online worship
9am Worship
Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary
4-5pm Confirmation- AC
	17
9am Monday Morning Men-MR

	18
9am Facebook Bible Study
10am Tuesday Bible Study -AC
	19
9am Facebook
  Live Prayer
6:30pm Choir

	20
9am Crusader Crew
11am Pennsfield Communion
	21
	22
7pm Online worship


	23
7am Online worship
9am Worship
Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary
	24
9am Monday Morning Men-MR

	25
9am Facebook Bible Study
10am Tuesday Bible Study -AC
	26
9am Facebook
  Live Prayer
6:30pm Choir

	27
11am Market St. Apt. Communion
	28
	29
7pm Online worship

	30
7am Online worship
9am Worship
Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary
	31
9am Monday Morning Men-MR
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Agapeland
M-W-F
8:30am-2:30pm
T-TH
9am-2:30pm
	
	   Office Hours 
Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri ~ 8am - 3pm
Thurs ~ 8am to 4pm





	1
	2
11am Budget/ Finance Mtg.
	3
	4
7pm Online worship

	5
Youth Retreat

7am Online worship
9am Worship
Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary
Charge Conference after
Church
4-5pm – Confirmation-AC
	6
9am Monday Morning Men-brkft

	7
9am Online
Bible Study
10am Tuesday Bible Study -AC

	8
9am Facebook
  Live Prayer
6:30pm Choir
6:30pm Church 
  Council 
	9
	10

	11

7pm Online worship



	12
7am Online worship
9am Worship
Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary
5-7pm Youth
Christmas Party-MR
	13
9am Monday Morning Men-MR


	14
9am Online
Bible Study
10am Tuesday Bible Study  - AC

	15
9am Facebook
  Live Prayer
6:30pm Choir 




	16
11am Pennsfield Apt. Christmas

	17
	18

7pm Online worship

	19
7am Online worship
9am Worship
No Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary

	20
9am Monday Morning Men-MR





	21
No Bible Study
	22
Agapeland Christmas- MR
6:30pm Choir 


	23
No Agapeland

	24
No Agapeland

Christmas Eve Services: 3pm
5:30pm
7pm
10pm
	25
Christmas Day

	26
9am Worship
No Sunday School
10:30am Worship Sanctuary

	27
No -------
Office Closed

No Monday 
Morning Men

	28
Agapeland--------

No Bible Study
	29
---------------------
Office Full Day
 8am-3pm
	30
------------------
	31
------------
Office Closed
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